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| Once, and once only, the placid surface of om 








lives was just gently ruffled by an allusion to the 


past. Somethin 


house. : 


David's He referred, very delicately 
what I had then said of the Verdict pronounced 
on him at the Trial; and he left me to infer that 
a word from my lips, confirming what his moth- 
er had already told him, would quiet his mind at 
and forever. 

My answer involved no embarrassments or 
I could, and did, honestly tell him 
that I had made his wishes my law. But it was 
hardly in womanhood, I am afraid, to be sati 
fied with merely replying, and to leave it there. 
I thought it due to me that Eustace too should 
concede something, in the way of an as 
As usual with me, 
eak them. 
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which might quiet my mind. 
the words followed the impulse to sj 
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** Eustace,” I asked, ‘are you quite cured of 
those cruel doubts which once made you leave 
me ?” 

| His answer (as he afterward said) made me 


blush with pleasure. ‘* Ah, Valeria, I should 
e gone away, if I had known you then 
as I know you now!” 


ie Jast shadows of distrust melted away 





I'he very remembrance of the turmoil and the 




















that I accidentally said remind- 
ed Eustace of our last interview at Major Fitz- | neighborhood, at play in t 
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trouble of my past days London seemed now | 
to fade from my memory. We were lovers | 
rain; we were absorbed again in each other; 
we could almost fancy that our marriage dated 
back once more to only a day or two since. But | 
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CHAPTER XLV. 


THE DUST HEAP DISTURBED, 


My head turned giddy. I was obliged to wa 


and let my overpowering agitation subside 





fore I could read any more, 

Looking at the letter again, after an interval, 
my eyes 1 acc identally on a sentence near the 
end, which surprised and startled me. 

I stopped the driver of the carriage at the en- 

he street in which our lodgings were 





trance to the 
situated, and told him to take me to the beauti- 
ful park of Paris, the famous Bois de Boulogne. 
My object was to gain time enough in this way 
to read the letter carefully through by myself, 
and to ascertain whether I ought or ought not 
to keep the receipt of it a secret, before I con- 
fronted my husband and his mother at home 

This precaution taken, I read the narrative 
which my good Benjamin had so wisely and so 
thoughtfully written for me. Treating the vari- 
ous incidents methodically, he began with the 
Report which had arrived, in due course of mail, 
from our agent in America. 

Our man had successfully traced the lodge- 
keeper’s daughter and her husband to a small 
town in one of the Western States. Mr. Play- 
more’s letter of introduction at once secured him 


a cordial reception from the married pair, and a 
patient hearing when he stated the object of his 
voyage across the Atlantic. 

His first questions led to no very encouraging 
results. The woman confused and 
prised, and was apparently quite unable to exert 
her memory to any useful purpose. Fortunately | 
her husband proved to be a very intelligent man, | 
He took the agent privately aside and said to | 
him, ‘*I understand my wife, and you don’t. 
Tell me exactly what it is you want to know, 
and leave it to me to discover how much she re- 
members and how much she forgets.” 

This sensible suggestion was readily accepted. 
The agent waited for events a day and a night. 

Katly the next morning the husband said to 
him: ‘** Talk to my wife now, and you will find 
she has something to tell you. Only mind this 


was sur- 











in the by-street in | don’t laugh at her when she speaks of trifles. 
stir and tumult of She is half ashamed to speak of trifles even to 
vse around us un- | .wze; thinks men are above such matters, you | 
wh slowly, | know Listen quietly, and let her talk, and you 
Phe doctors, with a | will get at it all in tl way.” 
im almost entirely lhe agent followed his instructions, and ‘* got 
ysician,” they said; | ati follows : 
i. the s er he will The woman remembered perfectly well being 
onous round of my | sent to clean the bedrooms and put them tidy 
ing me. I too | after the gentlefolks had all left Gleninch. Her 
sts, no pleasures mother had a bad hip at the time, and could not 


g 1 her an p her. She did not much | 


the yreat house, afte 
On her way to her work 
gers’ children in the 
he park. Mr. Macal- 
was always kind to his poor tenants, and 
never objected to the young ones round about 
having a run on the grass. ‘The two children 
idly followed her to the house. She took them 
nside along with her, not liking the place, as 
already mentioned, and feeling that they would 
be company in the solitary rooms. 

She began her work in the Guests’ Corridor, 
leaving the room in the other corridor, in which 
the death had happened, to the last. 

There was very little to do in the first two 
rooms. ‘There was not litter enough, when she 
had swept the floors and cleaned the grates, to 
even half fill the house-maid’s bucket which she 
carried with her. ‘The children followed her 
and, all things considered, were ‘* very 
good company’ in the lonely plac e. 

The third room (that is to say, the bed-cham- 
ber which had been occupied by Miserrimus Dex- 
ter) was in a much worse state than the other 
two, and wanted a great deal of tidving. She 





| lan 


abou 





did not much notice the children’ here, being oc 
cupied with her work. ‘The litter was swept up 
from the carpet, and the cinders and ashes were 
taken out of the grate, and the whole of it was 
in the bucket, when her attention was recalled 
to the children by hearing one of them cry. 

She looked about the room without at first 
dis« overing them. 

A fresh outburst of crying led her in the right 
the children under a 
The y 
» had got into a waste-paper ’ 
had found an old bottle of 5 


in the cork, 





direction, and showed he 


sungest of 


table in a corner of the room. 





and was gravely paiut- 
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Such was the result of the appeal made to the 


woman s memory of domestic events at Gleninch., 
The conclusion at which Mr. Playmore ar 
rived, from the facts submitted to him, was that 
the chances were now decidedly in favor of the 
recovery of the letter. ‘Thrown in nea 





ontents of the h« 


way between the « )uUse-muaid s 
bucket, the would be protected 
above as well as below when they were emptied 
on the ust heap. 

Succeeding weeks and months would add to 
that protection by adding to the accumulated ref- 
In the neglected condition of the 
the dust heap had not been disturbed in search | 
of manure. ‘There it had stood, untouched, from 
the time when the family left Gleninch to the 
present day. And there, hidden deep somewhere 
in the mound, the fragments of the letter must be. 
He had 
written immediately to communicate them to 
And thereupon what had Benjamin 


torn morsels 








use. grounds, 


Such were the lawyer’s conclusions. 


Jenjamin, 
done ? 

After having tried his powers of reconstruc- 
tion on his own correspondence, the prospect of 
experimenting on the mysterious letter itself had 
proved to be a temptation too powerful for the 
old man to resist. ‘*I almost fancy, my dear, 
this business of yours has bewitched me,” he 
wrote. ‘* You see, I have the misfortune to be 
an idle man. I have time to spare and money 
to spare. And the end of it is that I am here 
at Gleninch, engaged on my own sole responsi- 
bility (with good Mr. Playmore’s permission) it 
searching the dust heap.” 

Benjamin’s description of his first view of the 
field of action at Gleninch followed these charac- 
teristic lines of apology. 

I passed over the description without cere- 


ist living at Gleninch, 


oceedings, 





iree day 


sieve 
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of two quietly determined men, T 
to be discouraged. They went on, 
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had been written, b 
Macallan’s first wife! 











might be, hands al 


| Shis discovery roused the entl of t 

| searchers to fever height. 

| Spades and sieves were from that moment for 

| bidden utensils. However unpleasant the ta 
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examination of the mound. The first and f 


card-board ired 





(in flat boxes pre 
pose) in their order as tl 
the laborers 


ues worked on by 





were dismisse 


came ; 





his two colle 
morsels of } 





instead of by 
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the search prospered it 


morsels eared no n 

















My remembrance of the scene was too 
vivid to require any prompting of that sort. I 


saw again, in the dim evening light, the unsight 


mony. 
| 


ly mound which had so strangely attracted my | 
attention at Gleninch. J heard again the words | 
in which Mr. Playmore had explained to me the | 
custom of the dust heap in Scotch country-houses 
What had Benjamin and Mr. Playmore done? 
What had Benjamin and Mr. Playmore found ? 
For me the true interest of the narrative was there, 
and to that portion of it I eagerly turned next. 

They had proceeded metho lically, of course, 
with one eye on the pounds, shillings, and pence, 
and the other on the object in view. In Ben- 
jamin the lawyer had found what he had not 
met with in me—a sympathetic mind, alive to 
the value of ‘‘an abstract of the expenses,” and 
conscious of that most remunerative of human 
Virtues, the virtue of economy. 

At so much a week, .ney had engaged men to 
dig into the mound an< to sift the ashes. At so 
much a week, they had hired a tent to shelter 
the open dust heap from wind and weather. At 


so much a week, they haa engaged the services 





of a young man (personally known to Benjamin), 
who was employed in a laboratory under a pro- 


fess chemistry, and who had distinguished 
himselt 





by his skillful manipulation of paper ina 
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engaged in the forgery case, : it was, on that 
account, comparatively easy 
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permit them to begin the reconstruction of the 
letter that night. 

With these explanations, he quietly devoted 
himself to his work. While Benjamin a e 


lawyer were still poring over the scattered mor- 
sels of the letter which had been first discovered, 
again, the 


part of the fy 


and trying to piece them together 
chemist had divided the gre: 


ments specially confided t into two halves 











each, and had correctly put together some e 
or six sentences of the letter ont 100th sheet 
of card-board prepared for that purpose. 

They looked eagerly at the reconstructed writ- 


ing, so far. 
It was correctly done: the sense was perfect. 
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THE RETURN 7 | man's Journal, and could never consent to send | No better example of an alien and ( 1 l, 
[E RETURN HOME. hi wn ch SP lic s } it | 1 found than Mr. Kernan . and s p-sk 
[illustration on Dou Page.] | easy to see devoted Romanist, he could | whose career has been more Clearly mark **An old Fre 1 host 1 
\ hard on - father ? possibly approve a system of instruction which ed by the silent influence of his Roman guides, trously untving the leather th 
' hath an infallible Pope has condemned, A liberal | An enemy of popular education, of human equal- | tuted most of the harnes 
Jensnin: the girl-baby } and independent Roman Catholic might perhaps | ity, of pure republicanism, the defender of slavery | ‘**'There fell upon my ear a faint t p i 
God : ae ( ‘semanas ¥ | venture to disobey his foreign master; an ultra- and of aristocracy, he is the plainest proof that | the distance, suggestive of a st 
: ie ae 1 heart-ache; montane is bound by the strict rules of the Sy] } no ultramontane, however reputable his private | ‘Dancing?’ I it 
= oe} Ss a bitter day bus. It is safe to infer, therefore, that our 1 | character, can be s: intrusted with the | *** But yes,’ he replied; ‘in t . } 
\ : over for Jeanni Senator, though he may tolerate for a tin | ministration of American affairs. He may dance.’ 
.nd found she had run away } American mode of instruction, will destroy it | sume the garb of freedom, but must ever wear *** Within there?’ I pursu poi to t 
pit Py ever he and his party have the power. | in secret the chains of Rome. house 
i cursed that morning, father; | This is the usual policy of his Church, and one This is what our Roman Catholic population ** * Without doubt,” he answered, and I hasten- 
you swore that has served to make it ever the more danger- | will probs ly discover as they become educated | ed in the direction of this phautom music. Ma 
‘J hon t she left behind her | ous to civil society, because it is never to be | in American ideas, and we they will them- | ing my way through a dimly lighted « : 
eive her more , trusted, No one can foresee when the Pope will | selves at last admit that their first allegiance is | with many a subtle turn and tortuous 
I I couldnt ha meant it, lt it an opportune moment to withdraw the | due to that government which has given them a and height, guided alone by the now distinct 
1 wont remember 1t wien, slight degree of free-will he accords to his peo- | shelter from the sorrows and the tyranny of the | scraping of a ] ] f n 7 
hungry, | ple, and may drive our whole Irish Catholic pop- } Old World. ‘To the Irish Catholics especially | a spacious low-ceiled apartment'i diate > 
Our Jeannie comes home again. ulation into rebellion against freedom, or lead | the examples set by their KELLYs and KERNANS der the peaked roof, ol \ ] 1 
} hard on her, father ? | them on to the destruction of our whole system | should be peculiarly odious, Republicanism has breadth of the hostelry | ( s 
I ' ven anil wears | of education. | built for them a peaceful home. No class of | in tin sconces cast a flickering | 
4 I k | have & The Kernans, Kevrys, and other men of | men have profited so largely from the labors of | scene, and moving hither and 
. ; ; ae eae that class who now hold the State and city of | WasHincton, JEFFERSON, ADams, LINCOLN, mazes of a singular ry-dance I u 
P pale and sickly, New York in subjection, who have succeeded | Grant. From poverty the republic has raised } score of rustics, « of hu 
bd 1 she is dressed the T'weeps and Sweenys of five years ago, | them to wealth, from slavery to independence. | er strange and new to n " 
. , : little baby with apparently even more absolute power, are Heretofore, under the guidance of Kettys, Krer- | strong of limb, with muscles of ir a 
[ | : Jeannie’s breast. | the appropriate agents in the crusade against | Nans, CoNNOLLYs, and Sweenys, they have la- | of steel, a b cast of feature, 1 i 
. nowledge ch was begun anew by the Vatican | bored for its destruction; let them with sha S g 
) ! led, father, Council of 1870. The aim of the Roman Church | and remot in future endeavor to repair tl s nd lips cu ] ~ 
And the r flesh and bl l, is to check that wide flow of intelligence whi h | wrong they have done to freedom. Bu: st | a Grecian sta . 
‘ tt re cold and h ingry, has covered the world with useful inventions, | mure odious and dangerous to our German , ?p- **T watched them fi time r 5 ly and 
Phe, | for food and filled modern races with literary progress. ulation must be the daring ascendency of the ul- | 1 an t 3, 
. N y of a Sunday, It would seize upon every schvol and college, and | tramontanes; they have aided in placing in office hid int 
A : ‘ ce, forbid them from teaching any thing that it does | the worst enemies of Germany, and may well ! a 
To be for I en not approve. It would chain science, as it once | look back upon their own conduct with no small ntre of the ¢ and 
J $s we forgive imprisoned GALILEO, would suppress letters, and | regret How, indeed, it is possible for Germans fi m 
, fallove persecute a MiLTon or a Dante. It would en- | to vote ultramontanes or the inst ents have ) len 
B bad. you know: force every where the intense ignorance which | of the papal faction it is almost impossible to I 
A * ; voung and reckless has always prevailed in the corrupt atmosphere | conceive t madness is it in the children reat I So 
ee , oe of papal Kome, and create systems of education | of Germany to aid the f n among us whi I i l 
ray 1 had a good many chances from which the highest results of modern prog- is now threatening their native land with desola : 4 
i ae } a» sean ress should be wholly excluded. In our coun- | tion, and sl ng Europe with the terrors of a | | He 
I ‘ a aa ws try, where knowledge has always been the chief } re ligious war! Do Germans think that the ul } and ne k were c ered by a tled and 
\ ld he best we can : source of freedom, the papal and ultramontane | tramontane in America is at all different from } Stare hed, and white as the s1 t 
; f policy must prove in future singularly danger- the ultramontane of Italy or France? Do they | upon. Her hair, only bound by and sil- 
He is o r and shiftless, | ous, ‘The most imperative and absolute require- | not know that the KeLttys and Kernans whom | ver arrow, fell far velow her waist. 1 
Or he ldnt come back again, | ment of our political system is general education they have placed in power for some poor local | was hard to define, but seem¢ t smoky 
I if had a chance, father, | For this it clamors in every section, and this is | prejudice are the men who in 1870 would ha | glare of the candles, a yellowish cre 
lo take his place among men the only remedy for the corruptions and the dis- rejoiced had the French armies swept on to the “as i ae 
If hing for him | orders of the North and the South Yet it is | gates of Berlin, and who in 1875 are again F 
( 1a 1 know, | against this natural demand of a growing people | plotting the ruin of German independence ? ° ° ° ° ° 
( son vy to work again— | that the ultramontane faction sets itself most | ‘There can be no doubt that the triumph of ul- And oh “ n sv a Way, 
| make it go. | resolutely. Already it has poured out upon our tramontanism means the ruin of freedom eve ry hee | a of ty 
atti valic Sharh: hale bn Shan RaianionAes | shores the millions of uneducated human beings where: the fate of knowledge and of Pp ogress 
[ a acces aa a lonely place | it has fostered in Europe in ignorance and driven hangs suspended upon our fut ire elect) ns: if ** Yes, he wa t for | 
ai ak . a dear old kitahen | from the school-house, and once more, in the New | we are ruled by men whose politics is guided by , ite | enue e adn 
Will is Fenn tka | W orld, it would prohibit them from accepting that | the \ itican, and whose allegiance is held by an hat when her eyes met n I f l 
; e will help get supper free opportunity of instruction which is offered by infallible Pope, | urope and America must sink | there grew a gentle recog n int n S 
Vous v Lam getting old | the « ommon school, While all European Faces 48 back into slavery, and the repul perish. looked up to her ‘Titanic partner, ar 
r aes ili sit in your arm-chair, well as our own are thirsting for new draughts of EvGrene LAWRENCE. drey »me, I « 1 } 
With Jeannie’s baby to hold, | that knowledge which in the last three hundred | t patronag sn 
; | years has already raised them from barbarism, | when, as if taking pity upon my loneliness, and 
the Vatican Coun il would seize upon the sacred | A LAND OF SNOW. rently pleased with my ¢ 
A DIVIDED ALLEGIANCE. | spring and hide it from the people. Knowledge : lovely being that seemed in s ) 
| is what it chiefly fears. An absolute Pope has | A party of gentlemen lounging over their | belong to him, he brou her ] 
See Illustration on Page 212.) | already commanded every devout Roman Catho- | wine at Delmonico’s, and pondering how they with noble hospitality left her, as 
Ine election of an ultramontane Senator from lic to oppose the spread of any education but his | should kill the intervening hours between din- } guile the time of the stranger G f \ 
New York will necessarily awaken new interest | own. He can teach nothing but what the Pope | ner and the late or early period assigned for | he was, I hope this kindly t he ] 
in the qu nw 1 Mr. GLapsTone has sug- sanctions ; he must learn only what the Pope al- | sleep, found sleighing indispensable—a precious | not impair his simple fait huma 
gested, and t h Dr. ManninG has recently | lows; and we shall no doubt be soon summoned | because extremely rare sprinkling of snow upon *** Her name is Lulu,’ he said, ‘and 
repl Can a believer in the Pope's infallibility | to defend at the polls against Mr. Kernan and | the Avenue must be enjoyed, ‘The only question | Jean.’ 
be a good } a free state? ‘The strong | his allies that magnificent system of public in- | was, how best to enjoy it. ** And while I ca yu s t say 
f Jor. MANNING or the casuistical ret- | struction which by the direction of the Pope they ** How would it do,” said young Browne, ‘‘to | to this little maiden in the pat f } ‘ 
j e of Dr. Newman have failed altogether to | would overthrow. Soon or late the conflict must go for the country material—three feet of the | try, she began herself, in a voi sweet, low, aud 
lief of most intell it persons that come, and the dull stupor with which the friends lid, you know—no grinding over dirt and stones, | sonorous: 
ves implicit allegiance to the Pope | of knowledge have suffered New York to fall | or slushing through mud and mire- just a regu- ***It is. tl our sl < ‘ vy? 
ean t at the same time perform his duty to his | into the hands of its determined foes will be lar old-fashioned sweep through a cloudy land How beautiful it is It s ’ 
country unaffected by the influence of a foreign | shaken by a fatal shock. | scape, the trees and tops ot the hedges dressed all | goose, and so light ft it, eve I! And 
maste} In vain are we told by a MANNING that But possibly the strongest proof that our ultra- | in white for us, and a nice little glint of rose-color | the skins me, tl \ 80 
the Pope too amiable a person to interfere in {| montane population are not good citizens is the | in the evening sky? Eh? how about that, boys ?” | pretty cro é 
ers that do not belong to him, or by a New- | fact that they have insisted on the election of Mr ** And stop ata comfortable inn,” said Smythe, | in truth, } s I ye i ; 
N that conscience must still be the final guide. | Kernan to the Senate upon the plain ground of ‘*with gables and sloping roof, the out-houses they are ) 
Che fatal theory of an absolute rule stiii hangs | his religious tenets. It was because he was a painted a glowing red, wherein our panting steeds and so 
over , and we are reluctantly informed that | Roman Catholic that Tammany Hall urged his | could rest and partake of home-raised oats, while | hed att He t l 
the Roman priest endowed with a temporal election as Governor in 1872, and it is as a Ro we, perchance, within the hospitable portal, might | for t but to take in one’s 
id spiritual po from which there is no ap- } man Catholic that he has been pressed as a can- | trip the ‘ light fantastic’ with some beautiful child a kitten.’ 
Against such an authority what Roman | didate for the United States Senate. ‘The De- | of nature, innocent of rouge or pearl powder, } *** There your Jean is w 2 oe 
Catholic will vent to rebel? But the ques mocracy did not dare to disobey the commands | where a felicitous sentence might bring fort | ly, not overpleased at this sit 
tiun in reality is one of fact. Are ultramontane { of their ultramontane supporters; the papal fac- | rara avis of averitable blush? Eh? what do you | are good to get over these d 
Roman Catholics any where good citizens of any | tion among us have shown their power, and are | say to that ?” 5 ‘ 
modern state? Not certainly in Italy, where | no longer satisfied with moderate success. Fifty But Robinson ds with his glass, now held I s 
they are invoking a foreign invasion and plot- | thousand Irish Catholic voters in New York city, | it to the light, then put it down untasted, or she s t ’ 
t the ruin of their country; nor in Germany, | the blind adherents of a foreign priest, and as sipped a little from its brim. b 
where the Cath inions have already stirred | many more in the rural districts, have carried | ** Not any for me,” Lid at last “T've been | 1} ‘ 
up a dang is excitement in all parts of the | the State over to the Democracy, stopped the | through all that, and exhausted i fir s I We 
en e id where they even strove to divide | progress of reform, placed in office nearly the Browne and Smythe looked at each other sig t i 
Germans when the French were about to cross | same men who three years ago robbed the pub- | nificant! then ‘ 
Rhi not in France, where the Pope has | lic treasury at Albany and New York, threaten ‘Would it be indiscreet to ask when and 
interfered to promote despotism; nor in Spain, | the interests of education, and would be satisfied where ?” ed | be s ! 
where the priests have never ceased to excite | with no one but Mr. KERNAN in the Senate. | **T will tell you the story, gentlemen,” said brighten t depths of her s eves 
uN ections; nor in Ireland, Mexico, | ‘They could scarcely have chosen a better repre Robir has al her f ip} upon ft 8 | I 
Brazil, and the South American republics; not } sentative. What ultramontanism means in Amer- | ** He: he 1 1 tapped 1 n ite | 1 fluttered ) I + 
ii our own, Where Senator Kernan and his al- | ican politics may be seen in the political career | the ta ony est moment of unc ] r 
lies have never failed to encourage rebellion and | of the new Senator. He has been the steady sup oy of ” be Rk 5 aug l 
threaten the unity of the nation, and to vote in | porter of slavery and aristocracy. He oj posed al- | ** wl i ‘ ide 66 0¢ e, Lulu,’ I x You t 
1 masses for infamous politicians whose only most every measure for suppressing the rebeilion. | and many an acre loomed between, with scarce know how ! b 
rit was that they were friendly to the ultra- | W hen the people of the North were rising in 1861, ly a landmark to guide the weary pilgrim on his *** And I too,’ s : ‘ my f; 
n ine plar With us they had answered the | Mr. Kernan said ‘he disapproved and condemn- | way The trees we mos pin with i t 
question by their unpatriotic conduct long before | ed the war spirit at the North.” After Sumter | their set mches half | en in avalanche It 
| ed Mr. GLApsTONE's lips, and we had dis- | he yielded for a moment to the popular impulse of snow The whole lands vas Waste and | to this. ¢ 1 of tu . 
é ed by a fatal « srience that no political In 1862, in the period of deep depression and sterile and unutterably sad How and when and ruileless ¢ 
leader could be honest or trustworthy who obey- disaster, he was in Congress laboring to stop | where I found myself on that wild night, wrapped ** Shortly after we were | the s 
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IN THE DELAWARE RIVER—TOWING A SHIP THROUGH THE ICE 














SLEIGHING AND SKATING ON STATEN ISLAND SOUND, OPPOSITE ELIZABETHPORT. 
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% THE ICE-BRIDGE BETWEEN NEW YORK AND BROOKLYN—TUG-BOATS TO THE RESCUE. 
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THE RELIGIOUS CRISIS IN SWITZERLAND—A BAPTISM AT COMPESIERES 
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